
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



516 THE SCIENTIFIC MONTHLY 



STATE PARKS IN IOWA 

By Professor L. H. PAMMEL 

IOWA STATE COLLEGE 

THE thirty-seventh general assembly of Iowa passed a 
comprehensive state park bill in the following section of 
the law : 

The State Board of Conservation, by and with the written consent 
of the executive council, is hereby authorized to establish public parks in 
any county of the state, upon the shores of lakes, streams or other waters 
of the state, or at any other places which have by reason of their location 
become historic or which are of scientific interest, or by reason of their 
natural scenic beauty or location become adapted therefor, and said Board 
of Conservation, under the supervision of said executive council, is hereby 
authorized to improve and beautify such parks. When so established they 
shall be made accessible from the public highways, and in order to estab- 
lish such parks said executive council shall have the power to purchase 
or condemn lands for such purposes and to purchase and condemn lands 
for such highway purposes. 

The law also provided that the state executive council desig- 
nate three persons, who with the curator of the Historical De- 
partment shall constitute a Board of Conservation, who shall 
serve without pay. The original bill provided that the sum of 
$50,000 be appropriated annually out of fees obtained from 
hunters' license fees. The thirty-eighth general assembly 
amended this section by making an annual appropriation of 
$100,000 annually. Thus there came into being a constructive 
movement for the preservation of regions of historical, scien- 
tific and recreational interest. 

This movement was of slow growth. More than a quarter 
of a century ago Dr. Thomas Macbride, of the State University 
of Iowa, in an address before the Iowa Academy of Science ad- 
vocated a system of county parks distributed throughout the 
State; subsequently the Iowa Park and Forestry Association 
which later became the Iowa Conservation Association, at re- 
peated annual meetings asked the legislature to conserve some 
of the natural beauty of Iowa. The state park measure has 
found a hearty response in all parts of the state. The hearty 
response comes, not only from the cities, but the rural popula- 
tion as well. I like to look upon this movement as a rural move- 
ment, because Iowa is essentially a great rural agricultural 
state. There are no large centers of population. Less than a 
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View of the Maquoketa River in Backbone Park, Delaware County. (Photo- 
graphed by I. Bode.) 

half dozen cities have a population of over 50,000, and only one 
city has a population of over 100,000. 

Those who ride over the state on any of the great transcon- 
tinental railways think of Iowa as a state of rolling prairies, 
devoted to the cultivation of corn and oats, and pastures where 
fine herds of cattle and sheep graze on the rich bluegrass. 
Here and there, as the trains cross the valley, one may see small 
belts of timber. The timbered area is, however, larger in north- 
eastern and southeastern Iowa. Iowa was the center of various 
ice invasions: the Kansan, Iowan and Wisconsin and a few 
other minor invasions. These ice sheets shaped the topography 
of the state, and left the imprints of the floristic features of the 
region. Let us for a moment consider the most recent of the ice 
invasions; the Wisconsin, entering the state in Worth county 
on the east and Osceola county on the west, culminated in Polk 
county. In this region occur seventy or more lakes, none large, 
and most of them shallow, with the exception of Lake Okoboji, 
which is one of the most beautiful lakes in the northern Missis- 
sippi valley. In the same county and to the north occurs Spirit 
Lake, covering a good many hundred acres. In a half dozen 
counties to the east are many other fine lakes, but all are com- 
paratively small. Curiously enough such lakes as exist in the 
southern portion of the Wisconsin drift also occur in a tier of 
counties, to the north of Story, including Hamilton and Sac 
counties. There were formerly a few very shallow lakes in 
counties in the same latitude with Story county, one of which, 
Goose Lake, is so shallow, that it has been ordered drained. 
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Two Hundred anb Fifty \ear Old White Pine on the Maquoketa River in Back- 
bone Park in Delaware County. (Photographed by I. Bode.) 

In our park system it is hoped to buy areas on the shores of 
all of the lakes to conserve the animal and plant life and give 
people generally a chance to make use of these bodies of water. 
To-day the public can not have access to the lakes, except as 
trespassers. In the prairie region where these lakes occur there 
is usually some timber. The state proposes to secure some of 
these areas. Parks established at these places will be desig- 
nated lake parks. 




Woods along the Upper DesMoines River near Esthervillb. 
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A second kind of park to be established will be state parks, 
such parks to contain large areas along our streams. The first 
one of these parks to be established, the Backbone Park in 
Delaware county, contains 1,200 acres. It is situated on the 
Maquoketa River. The river here has cut through limestone 
rock more than 100 feet thick. At a point known as the Back- 
bone, or as the old settlers called it, the Devil's Backbone, is a 
narrow ridge in some cases not more than 50 feet across with 
the river flowing on each side of it. This park contains some 
of the original pine trees, some of which are nearly three feet in 
diameter, and one hundred and sixty to one hundred and sev- 
enty years old, some at least two hundred and fifty years old. 
Growing with the pine are white, chestnut, red, bur and 
black oaks. 

A second park of 1,123 acres has been established in Van 
Buren county in southeastern Iowa, in a region known as the 
Horseshoe Bend. This area contains great white oaks 3i/2 feet 
in diameter, swamp, white and red oaks. Various forms of 
animals found in Iowa occur here, like the native pheasant, or 
drumming partridge, now a rare bird in Iowa; the opossum, 
the fox, and quail which are found in abundance. 

A third park of small dimensions has been established in 
Henry county on the Skunk River. This park contains some of 
the primeval sugar maple (Acer saccharum) , great sycamores 
and hackberries. 




Ledges in Boone County, along the DesMoines Riveir, Sandstone Cliffs 125 
Feet High. (Photographed by C. M. King.) 
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There are under consideration projects for reserves in 
Boone county in an area known as the " Ledges." These sand- 
stone ledges contain the carboniferous sandstone common along 
the Des Moines from Webster county south in what is known as 
the Cedar Bluff region in Mahaska county This area contains 
an interesting lot of rare ferns. 




A Wooded Slope near Kellerton, in Ringgold County, Southwestern Iowa. 



There is also under consideration an area in Webster county, 
known as Woodman's Hollow and Bone Yard Hollow. In Hardin 
county we have another interesting region known as the Steam- 
boat Rock, Eldora and Alden region. At Steamboat Rock we 
have not only the most westerly distribution of the white pine, 
but an abundance of the cherry birch (Betula lenta) and the 
paper birch. The large white lady slipper occurs on the steep 
slopes of the clay hills. 

Two sisters, Misses Clara and Emma Brandt gave to the 
State 57 acres on Pine Creek in Muscatine county, known as 
Wild Cat Den. Here may be found such ferns as Aspidium 
Goldianum, Phegopteris hexagonoptera, Polypodium vulgare, 
Pteris aquilina, Pellaea atropurpurea, Camptosorus rhizophyl- 
lus, Woodsia obtusa, Osmunda struthiopteris, Onoclea struthi- 
opteris and Cystopteris bulbifera. The region has been pro- 
tected largely because these two nature-loving women saw the 
wisdom of keeping for posterity the beautiful things of nature. 
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There is also under consideration an area in Jackson county, 
known as Morehead caves, where a natural bridge, which 
though not as large as the natural bridge of Virginia, rivals it 
in beauty. Hanging from the walls of the limestone rock are 
great masses of Sullivantia ohionis, Cystopteris fragilis and C. 
bulbifera. The cliff brake Pellaea atropurpurea was abundant 
everywhere on the dry limestone rock. 

Another area under consideration is the Yellow River area 
in Allamakee county. This area contains not only the white 
pine and balsam fir, the latter a very rare tree in Iowa, some 
two hundred miles out of its range, but many other boreal plants 
like the little white violet (Viola blanda), the high bush cran- 
berry (Viburnum opulus). Enchanter's night shade (Circaea 
alpina) , Phegopteris calcarea, Aconitum noveboracense, paper 
birch, sweet birch (Betula lento) and speckled alder (Alnus in- 
cana) and the yew (Taxus canadensis). 

Another area under consideration occurs in what is known 
as the Palisades in Linn County. Great primeval white oak, 
the walking leaf fern (Camptosorus rhizophyllus) , yew, leather 
wood (Dirca palustris) , occur in this region. A lot of fine In- 
dian mounds are found here. The state hopes it may place all 
of these Indian mounds in state parks and Iowa is especially 
rich in mounds. 

In writing about state parks, I should not forget to men- 
tion that it is proposed to have a national park or monument 
on the great and majestic Mississippi River at McGregor, whic 1 " 
we hope, will contain several thousand acres and be linked up 
with our state parks at Waterville, Decorah and the Yellow 
River. It is far-sighted wisdom that the state of Iowa estab- 
lish these state parks to preserve to future generations the 
natural history, geology, and historic features of Iowa. 

We also propose to establish highway parks of smaller ex- 
tent, one or more of these in each county, to be located near 
some stream, which will serve to preserve the woods, wild 
flowers, birds and game. We will also consider prairie areas 
where the wild prairie flowers and animals will be protected. 
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